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פּרק מז - 47

עִ֑ים  בִ עָ֣ה גְ  בָּ רְ ה אַ רָ֖ נֹ מְּ וּבַ כה:לד: 
חֶֽיהָ  רָ וּפְ יהָ  רֶ֖ תֹּ  פְ כַּ ים  דִ֔  שֻׁ֨קָּ   מְ

25:34: On Menorah’s center branch four
goblets engraved its knobs and its flowers

Exodus - שמות

ם֙  ת וְאִ אֵ֔ ב֙ שְׂ י יטִ תֵּ ם־ וֹא אִ ל֤ ד:ז: הֲ
בֵ֑ץ טָּ֣את רֹ   ח חַ פֶּ֖תַ   יב לַ יטִ֔ לֹ֣א תֵ

4:7: If you’ll improve it will stand if you
won’t improve your sin crouches at the door

Genesis - בראשית

ר֤וּר  שֽׁוֹר אָ וּ־ ר קְּ נָ֖ם עִ צֹ רְ וּבִ מט:ו: 
ם פָּ  אַ

49:6: They desired to uproot an ox cursed
their rage is fierce

Genesis - בראשית

חָ֗ר  לֵ֑ק מָ מָ בַּֽעֲ חֵ֣ם   לָּ צֵ֖א הִ וְ
ה עָ֔ בְ גִּ ל־רֹ֣אשׁ הַ ב֙ עַ  צָּ כִ֤י נִ אָֽנֹ

17:9: Go out wage war on Amalek tomorrow
I’ll stand at top of the hill

Exodus - שמות

עָ֨ם  ם֩ הָ תֶ֑יךָ וְקָ בֹ ם־אֲ כֵ֖ב עִ שֹׁ ךָ֥   נְּ הִ
נָ֣ה זָ זֶּ֜ה וְ   הַ

31:16: You’ll pass away and will rise up this
nation & will go astray

Deuteronomy - דברים

Talmud: Five verses are not conclusiveTalmud: Five verses are not conclusive



דִ֛ים  קָּ שֻׁ  עִ֗ים מְ  בִ שָׁ֣ה גְ  ל שְׁ וּ ח֒   פֶ֒רַ תֹּ֣ר וָ   פְ כַּ ד֘  חָ הָֽאֶ נֶ֣ה   קָּ ים בַּ דִ֞  קָּ שֻׁ  ים מְ עִ֠ גְ֠בִ שָׁ֣ה   ל שְׁ לג: 
ח  פָ֑רַ תֹּ֣ר וָ   פְ כַּ חָ֖ד   הָֽאֶ נֶ֥ה   קָּ בַּ

33: Three goblets engraved on each branch, a knob and flower… Same applies
to all six branches.

חֶֽיהָ  רָ וּפְ יהָ  רֶ֖ תֹּ  פְ כַּ ים  דִ֔  שֻׁ֨קָּ   עִ֑ים מְ  בִ עָ֣ה גְ  בָּ רְ ה אַ רָ֖ נֹ מְּ וּבַ לד: 
34 :On Menorah’s center branch four goblets; engraved its knobs and flowers.

           Rambam: All were engraved, goblets, knobs &
flowers on all 7 branches.

Rebbe’s Question (as asked by Magid Mishna): 
Doubt is only (34) regarding center branch. 

Why engrave knobs & flowers on all branches?

Kesef Mishna:  Since “verse is not conclusive” all are engraved



Rebbe’s
Question: 

Doubt is only
(34) regarding
center branch. 
Why engrave

knobs &
flowers on all

branches?

Answer #1
(Mabit): 

“Verse is not
conclusive” =
two verses
contradict:

(33) 6
branches –

engrave
goblets 

(34) center
branch –

engrave knobs
& flowers

So we engrave
them all.

Rebbe’s
rejection: (33)
6 branches –

explicitly
goblets. 

Plus - Talmud
& Midrash are
clear: “verse is

not
conclusive”

refers to (34)
alone.

Answer #2
(Commentaries):

Logically all
ornaments
should be
identically
designed

Rebbe’s
rejection:

Such
innovation
requires a
source. 

(At minimum,
Rambam

would write:
“It seems to

me”.)



How can verse be “inconclusive” in practical instruction?

How can there be doubt on factual issue? Menorah was publicly seen for 800 years!

How/when did doubt arise?

Preface to Rebbe’s Explanation:

Similar question is asked – how/when did doubt arise regarding:
Tefillin – Rashi & Rabeinu Tam dispute
Tzitzis – Beit Hillel & Beit Shammai dispute
Shofar – definition of teruah sound: 3 medium or 9 short
Sephardic & Ashkenazic laws

Explanation: Originally were taught in general manner, so both ways are bonified.

Menorah verse: Taught
in general manner;
therefore applies

practically to both.

“Verse is inconclusive”:
Not in LEGAL sense;
rather in LITERARY

sense. 

““Engraved” is not about
DESIGN; it’s about
CRAFTSMANSHIP;
logically it applies to

entire Menorah.

(Alternatively: Partially
REQUIRED; partially
RECOMMENDED “to

beautify mitzvah”).

Rebbe's Explantation:


